1796.]                           273

it was too much to expect that he would give up
two so great fortresses of revenue in one night. If
the honorable gentleman derived any credit by aban-
doning- the real succession tax, he should make it
complete, by renouncing the personal succession tax,
which was equally exceptionable in its principle,
and more dangerous in its operation. He was as-
tonished that this bill had raised so little the atten-
tention, and excited so little the opposition of the
commercial world. It had been said that the
landed gentlemen were like a sheep, which allowed
itself to be shorn without complaint, while the mo-
nied gentlemen were like a hog, that squeaked when
a single bristle was plucked. Here, however, the
observation had been completely belied. Indeed,
some address seemed to have been displayed in di-
viding the two bills, though the same in principle,
and thus, by dividing the interest, contriving like-
wise to divide the opposition. Upon the ground
that the honorable gentleman had stated for with-
drawing the real succession tax, it was not entirely
abandoned, but was only set asleep, and might be
revived when the grounds were removed. The rea-
son was stated to be, that the landed interest was
already more severely taxed in proportion than the
mercantile interest. lie had formerly stated, and
he now repeated, that though this were the last cam-
paign of the war, the first measure that the right
honorable gentleman would be forced to take would
be to lay on permanent taxes to the amount of three
millions, and to raise the peace revenue to 23 mil-
lions. This was his fixed opinion ; and he had no
objection to have his words taken down, should it on
any future discussion be found convenient to recur
to them. In laying on taxes to this amount, it
would soon happen that commercial property would
be sufficiently taxed, and landed property would
have no ground of exemption upon the score of ine-
quality, and the reasons stated for giving up the real
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